


Blood-borne viruses

These particularly include:

• Hepatitis B

• Hepatitis C

• HIV

These are mostly spread through sharing needles 
for injecting their drugs of addiction and can 
increase mortality



Results

Sydney – no improvement
• DFA summary of 2003 evaluation below:

https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/5706/1/MSIC_final_evaluation_report.pdf

https://www.drugsandalcohol.ie/5706/1/MSIC_final_evaluation_report.pdf


Results

Sydney – no better by 2010 – p 4

• KPMG evaluation avoids any mention of the effect of the heroin 

drought starting 6 months before injecting room opened and which 

was still operative in 2010:

“A notable decline was observed in the number of Human Immunodeficiency Virus 

(HIV) and Hepatitis C infection notifications between 1999 and 2009 for people living 

in the Kings Cross area (postcodes 2010 and 2011). Whilst this was true of Hepatitis 

C infection notifications for the rest of NSW, in the case of HIV infection notifications 

a slight upward trend was observed for people residing in the rest of NSW over the 

same period. In the absence of substantial data from the period prior to the MSIC 

commencement, it is not possible however to attribute any change in infection 

notifications to the operation of the MSIC.”

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/aod/resources/Documents/msic-kpmg.pdf

https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/aod/resources/Documents/msic-kpmg.pdf


Results

Melbourne – no success – p 100

“There is not a significant difference between MSIR service users and 
other people who inject drugs in reporting that they had injected with 
someone’s used needle/syringe in the previous month.”

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf

https://apo.org.au/sites/default/files/resource-files/2020-06/apo-nid306054.pdf


Results

Vancouver – conflicting estimates

• Andreson, Boyd modelling, 2009

• Pinkerton modelling, 2011

• So what is realistic?
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19423324/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21450450/ 

https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/19423324/
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/21450450/


Reality Check

World’s most authoritative review on needle & 
syringe programs – p 149

• "evidence regarding the effect of needle and syringe 
exchange on HIV incidence is limited and inconclusive."

• "multiple studies show that (needle & syringe programs) do 
not reduce transmission of (Hepatitis C).

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/11731/preventing-hiv-
infection-among-injecting-drug-users-in-high-risk-countries 

https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/11731/preventing-hiv-infection-among-injecting-drug-users-in-high-risk-countries
https://nap.nationalacademies.org/catalog/11731/preventing-hiv-infection-among-injecting-drug-users-in-high-risk-countries


The Injecting 
Rooms Scam

in the words of their government 
evaluators

6. Reducing ambulance overdose callouts
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