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A TRIBUTE TO THE LATE BRIAN WATTERS

Brian Fletcher Watters was born in 1935
in Perth, WA, the spirited son of a large
and lively family. He grew up
surrounded by the warmth and noise of
his siblings.

In 1955, Brian’s path led him to Sydney,
where he met Margaret Powell at the
International Youth Congress – a
meeting that would shape the rest of his
life. They married in 1959 and raised
three children and delighted in the joy of
their 9 grandchildren. 

A man of steadfast faith, Brian served as
a soldier, corps cadet counsellor and
bandsman of Sydney Congress Hall.
Brian and Margaret’s ministry took them
across Australia – to West Wyalong,
Dubbo, Tamworth, Townsville and
Brisbane City where they touched
countless lives through their leadership
and compassion.

In 1983, Brian served as Commander of
Rehabilitation Services for the Eastern
Australia Territory. He was also involved
with numerous boards and Committees
related to addiction services. 

In 1998, Brian was seconded as
Chairman of the Australian National
Council on Drugs, serving as advisor to
Prime Minister John Howard. The
Federal ‘Tough on Drugs’ policy was a
highly effective result of Brian’s
experience, compassion and
professional knowledge when dealing
with people ‘on the streets’ and saving
countless lives. Many of these people
spoke openly at Brian’s funeral, which
was indeed a ‘Celebration of Life’,
testifying to his genuine concern for
their safety and wellbeing.
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In 2002, Australia’s drug use statistics revealed the highest use in the OECD.

Thanks Major Watters’ policy direction for the Federal Government, by 2007 the use rates
had decreased, due to a drug policy that informed all Australians of drug harms via graphic
Television advertisements and information posted to each household. It was known as
‘Tough on Drugs’ and revealed just how powerful and dangerous these substances were.
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In 2005, he was appointed to the United Nations International Narcotics Control Board,
becoming the first Australian in 25 years to hold that role. His work took him across the
world to Vienna and beyond – advising global leaders on drug policy with wisdom and
integrity. 

Brian’s legacy of service, music and love will continue to echo in the hearts of all who
knew him.

Drug Free Australia, in partnership with Rotary would like to continue to honour Brian’s
legacy by offering young people opportunities to share their drug prevention ideas both
locally and at the UN’s Commission on Narcotic Drugs in Vienna in 2026.
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Registration of interest due - November 21, 2025

Scholarship recipients notified by Friday 5 December, with training sessions confirmed by
mutual agreement in early 2026.



Following up on the high impact ‘Tough on Drugs’ Strategy, President of Drug Free
Australia is calling for a return to the principles of this initiative by seeking the Federal
Government to consider:

A high impact media and social media campaign to reach young people and families,
demonstrating the harsh reality of how much drug abuse can harm individuals,
families and communities.

Providing a letterboxed information brochure with facts on drug use and how
parents and carers can support their young people before they become addicted or
lose their lives.

(A similar process has recently been used to inform about the Algae Bloom affecting
South Australian beaches and sea life.)

Funding more prevention-focused health facilities and recovery focussed
rehabilitation services.
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Call to return high impact Drug Prevention Policy
- Gary Christian
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FIND OUT HERE

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN AUSTRALIA?

FIND OUT HERE

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN THE WORLD?
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https://www.saveyourbrain.com.au/post/when-healing-becomes-a-human-right-dianova-s-call-to-the-un
https://wrdnews.org/examining-melbourne-injecting-room-effectiveness-part-2-overdose-rates/
https://colinmendelsohn.com.au/china/
https://wrdnews.org/
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FIND OUT MORE

https://www.dianova.org/advocacy-articles/integrating-a-gender-perspective-in-the-global-response-to-addiction-and-mental-health-a-human-rights-imperative/?utm_source=Lista+General+Dianova&utm_campaign=fc34db2253-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_15_05_06_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b94a120be1-444002045
https://www.dianova.org/advocacy-articles/integrating-a-gender-perspective-in-the-global-response-to-addiction-and-mental-health-a-human-rights-imperative/?utm_source=Lista+General+Dianova&utm_campaign=fc34db2253-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_15_05_06_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-b94a120be1-444002045


Stay connected and up-to-date follow us...

      @saveyourbrain_dfa

      facebook.com/saveyourbraindfa

RESOURCES
Click on the images below to access the online resources

For WCTU Primary &
Secondary programs
contact Dawn Stark:

drug-free@bigpond.com

Books and more...

For more information on any
of the above, contact:
admin@drugfree.org.au
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https://www.nobrainer.org.au/index.php/resources/education
https://unnecessaryharm.com.au/about-us
https://www.teenchallengetasmania.org/notevenonce-projects
https://www.saveyourbrain.com.au/
https://www.saveyourbrain.com.au/
https://www.instagram.com/saveyourbrain_dfa/
https://www.facebook.com/saveyourbraindfa
https://www.facebook.com/saveyourbraindfa
https://www.kerrynredpath.com.au/
https://drugfree.org.au/
mailto:drug-free@bigpond.com


DONATE NOW

VISIT THE DRUG FREE AUSTRALIA WEBSITE
TO LEARN MORE

CLICK HERE

BE PART OF THE SOLUTION - CAN YOU DONATE?

FOR A TAX DEDUCTIBLE DONATION TO DRUG FREE
AUSTRALIA’S WORK CLICK BELOW...
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https://drugfree.org.au/index.php/about-dfa/donations
https://drugfree.org.au/index.php/about-dfa/donations
https://drugfree.org.au/

